Room 100 Homework Packet

Due Friday, September 7th  
Attendance has been much better the past two weeks! Thanks for your commitment :) 

But we're shooting for 100%

Bring your child to school everyday


Caregiver signature:________________________

Name:__________________________________________

Why am I special?
Background: This past week we read a story about a girl who loves her hair. She talks about how it makes her feel unique, proud, and special. As I asked students throughout the week what they loved about themselves, all of the answers were of materials (toys, shoes, clothes), not something personally unique to themselves. 
Directions:  Talk with your child about the characteristics that make them who they are. Try to focus on character traits or physical attributes. This will be difficult for students because the importance of these traits are more abstract then the importance of nice shoes or toys. Help your child understand this concept of individual characteristics by modeling for your whole family. "Dad is special because he is nice and reads me stories at night. Mom is special because she has pretty brown eyes. Titi is special because she can do a cartwheel with one hand." 
Note: Every conversation, story telling, discussion, can be made into an opportunity for a child to draw and write. This is how we help teach the importance and usefulness of reading and writing. When talking about why they're special, get excited about the opportunity to draw and write about their thoughts. "You know?! You're telling me so much about yourself...let's write this down!" The more love you have for writing, the more love they'll have. 
This is an opportunity for them to show how they write, and for you to model. Please avoid correcting everything they do incorrectly. As I've discussed a great deal with my families from last year, we want to encourage our children to become confident writers. An adults role should be to model good reading and writing, not correcting a young child's learning process. Bring in your child's work with your modeling and I'll put it up on our website!
Example modeling experience:
Child: "This picture is me. I can go across the monkey bars all by myself!"

Adult: "That's impressive! your picture helps me understand what you're telling me. Let's write your words too, to help your brother understand what this is a picture of."

Child: "I don't know how."

Adult: "What does Mr. Cella say? We don't say 'I don't know how', we say 'I'll try'." Remember how when we read stories at night? Next to all the pictures there are little words that help us understand what happens. Now it's your turn."

Child: "Okay." ---writes squiggles across the paper.

Adult: I like how you took your time to write those words. Here, now tell me what this says so I can write it down too!"--Write down exactly what they've said. Make sure they're watching you model how writing words looks different than drawing pictures or squiggles.
Name:__________________________________________

Math-Sharing

Background: Real life experiences are one of the best ways to help children grasp important math concepts. Learning how to share is not only a way to solidify math skills, but also to build a child's social emotional development. 
Directions:  Please read the take home math sheet from the Everyday Math curriculum. Follow the direction and try to provide sharing opportunities for your child every day. As you do these sharing activities cut out the attached number cards to help reinforce recognition of written numbers.
  -  -  -  -  -  -   -   -  -  -   -   -   -   -   -  -   -  -Cut here-Cut out each number -  -  -  -   -  -  -  -   -  -   -  -   -   -   -   -  -  -  -  
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	6
	7
	8
	9
	10


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	6
	7
	8
	9
	10


To make it harder for students who are already counting with ease:

Use the empty boxes as a tool for finding out how many more items (grapes) you need to provide. for example place a grape in each of the first five boxes. Then place a grape in two of the next group. "You have five grapes already. I only have two. Look at the empty spaces left on my side. How many more grapes do I need to be equal with you?" Do this with many different number combinations to provide more practice.

Do not cut the boxes below individually. Cut out each group of 5 as a whole. 

	
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	


Name:__________________________________________

Parent activity sheet

Background: Attached is a parent activity sheet from the Office of Early Childhood in Chicago. These activity sheets help naturally integrate important foundational reading concepts into everyday life at home with your child. 
Directions:  Please read carefully and ensure you follow the suggestions to help aide what you already do at home to help your child learn to read and write. 
